
 

Distribution and Transportation Percent Change in Employment 1994 TO 2004 by State 

Key Clusters in Prosperity Eastern Iowa 
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Distribution and Transportation and Logistics 
Industry Cluster Profile 



Distribution and  
Transportation and Logistics 

Cluster 
 
Regional cluster employment stood at 
8,027.  Statewide, cluster employment 
was at 122,713.  Agriculture-related 
wholesalers encompass 7.6 percent of 
the employment in this cluster while 
trucking comprises 35.2 percent of the 
cluster employment.  The average 
wage of $36,652 in this cluster is 
higher than both the regional average 
of $32,604 and the state average of 
$34,628.  Furthermore, employment 
increased 12.9 percent, adding 913 
jobs. The average wage in 
Transportation and Logistics of 
$34,884 is higher than both the 
regional and state average wage.  
Truck transportation encompasses 
73.9 percent of the employment in 
Transportation & Logistics. 

There are 972 employers in the Distribution clusters, which represented 15.5 percent of the total employers in the region.  This 
compares to 12,463 employers in the cluster statewide with 14.5 percent of the total employers. In the Transportation and 
Logistics cluster, 305 employers represent 4.88 percent of the total employers in the region compared to 3.95 percent statewide. 
The largest employers are the same for both clusters. 

Employers 

Executive Summary 

Distribution and Transportation and Logistics share many of the same industries, and therefore complement each other in 
the region.   The Distribution cluster includes, wholesale trade, trucking, rail transportation, air freight, couriers, 
messengers and delivery services, postage services and warehousing and storage.   The Transportation and Logistics 
includes trucking, rail transportation, air freight, couriers, messengers and delivery services, postal services, warehousing 
and storage, school and charter buses, pipeline transportation, and scenic and sightseeing transportation.  
. 
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Rank Name of Company Industry Location
1 Family Dollar Services Warehousing and storage Maquoketa
2 Medline Industries Medical/denta/hospital Equip/Supplies Wholesalers Dubuque
3 Truck Country of Iowa Inc Motor vehicle merchant wholesaler Dubuque
4 Seventh Ave Inc Warehousing and storage Clinton/DeWitt
5 Clausen Supply Company Heating/cooling supply wholesaler Clinton
6 Kendall-Hunt Publishing (Wholesale) Book/periodical/newspaper Merchant Wholesalers Dubuque
7 Simon's Trucking General freight trucking Farley
8 Foodliner Specialized freight trucking Dubuque
9 NFC Inc Specialized freight trucking Dubuque

10 ADM Trucking General freight trucking Clinton
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What is a location quotient? 
 

A location quotient measures an area’s “share” 
of an activity when compared to a larger area.  
In industry cluster analysis, the location quotient 
measures the employment in a cluster as a ratio 
of total regional employment when compared to 
the national cluster. 
 
A location quotient of less than 1.0 indicates 
that the PEI has a lower ratio of cluster 
employment when compared to the nation.  A 
location quotient of 1.0 means that PEI has the 
same ratio as the nation.  A location quotient 
greater than 1.0 indicates that PEI has a larger 
“share” or ratio of employment.  In the context 
of cluster analysis, the higher the location 
quotient, generally the stronger the cluster. 
 
For example, Printing and Publishing cluster 
had a location quotient of 1.69, indicating a high 
level of employment in this cluster when 
compared to the nation. 
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Percent change in 
employment and wages 
in the Distribution and 
Transportation and 
Logistics clusters 

14-99 14-18 19-21 22-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-99
Total 100.0% 1.5% 2.7% 4.0% 18.4% 25.1% 26.4% 14.0% 5.5%
Male 77.5% 1.1% 2.1% 2.8% 13.4% 19.2% 20.8% 11.0% 4.6%
Female 22.3% 0.2% 0.2% 0.8% 4.3% 5.5% 5.3% 2.4% 0.4%

*Sum of male/female may not equal total due to rounding

Percent of Employment in the Distribution and Transportation and Logistics Clusters

Local Employment Dynamics 


