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Subject: Servicing Flooded Boilers

This bulletin covers how to service a Weil-McLain cast iron boiler, which has been, either
partially or fully, under water due to flooding conditions.

If any part of a boiler, burner or its controls has been sprayed or
submerged under water, either partially or fully, DO NOT attempt to operate the boiler
until the boiler has been either replaced or completely repaired, inspected, and you are
sure that the boiler and all components are in good condition and fully reliable.
Otherwise, by operating this boiler, you will cause a fire or explosion hazard, and an
electrical shock hazard, leading to serious injury, death, or substantial property damage.

When a flooding condition has occurred with a boiler, you must follow one of these two (2)
options:

1)

2)

Replace the boiler which has experienced flooding conditions with a new
Weil-McLain boiler, OR

Thoroughly service the boiler which has experienced flooding conditions using
the following guidelines:

a) Replace all controls, gas valves, and electrical wiring on the boiler. Once an
electrical control has been wet, it poses a fire and electrical shock risk and must be
replaced. Gas valves are no longer assured to provide a safe shut-off to the gas,
potentially causing gas leaks, fires, and explosions. Even mechanical devices such
as float low water cut-offs and safety relief valves need to be replaced, as their
components may become corroded, making the device unreliable for future use.

b) Thoroughly inspect all burner tubes, gas piping, manifolds, orifices, and flue
ways for signs of rust and/or sediment from the flood waters. The rust and

sediment can prevent proper operation or the boiler if it is not cleaned out from the
boiler.

c) For oil-fired boilers, replace all oil burners. Oil burners are complex systems
consisting of solenoid valves, motors, electrodes, and pumps. If these components
have experienced flooding, oil leaks, valve failures, and electrical faults may occur,
resulting in a severe fire hazard, potential injury or death. In the case of large
commercial burners, such as Gordon-Piatt and Power Flame, it is more cost efficient
to replace the entire burner rather than attempting to replace all the controls and
repair the mechanical components.



